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Mark and Maggie O’Connor

Mark and Maggie O’Connor concerts feature 
both instrumental and vocal music, and 
performed on string instruments—violin, guitar 
and mandolin. Their performances include solo 
violin compositions from Mark, violin duos 
arrangements with Mark and Maggie, Mark’s 
solo guitar performances, duets featuring 
Maggie’s violin and Mark’s mandolin, new 
original vocal songs, and a few vocal classics.

Mark has long been known for his 
unaccompanied performances, starting out 
his solo career playing his original music and 
arrangements of classics on violin, guitar and 
mandolin. “Call of the Mockingbird,” an excerpt 
from his own 2nd violin concerto, is a favorite of 
his solo performances. Mark has played his own 
violin concerto compositions with symphony 
orchestra at least 800 performances to date. 
Mark’s first instrument, the guitar makes a 
return to his concerts. Guitar pieces such as, 
“Flailing,” and “Kamala Boogie,” showcase his 
playing of the steel-string flat-pick guitar. This 
music can be heard on albums such as; Midnight 
On The Water, Fanfare For the Volunteer on Sony 
Classical and Markology II released on Mark’s 
label OMAC Records.

Violin duos performed by Mark and Maggie 
identifies the cornerstones of repertoire, style 
and wonderful diversity of A New American 
School of String Playing. Mining a huge body 
of repertoire that has made its impact on 
American music, the arrangements represent 
stylistic importance, pedagogical value and have 
timeless appeal. 400 years of music informed 
by string playing in the Americas establishes 
relevance for the 21st century music audience 
as well as the student of music through the 
O’Connor Method book series. It does so by 
returning the violin to its rightful place at the 
center of the very music it helped to create and 
promote. Mark and Maggie direct the annual 
O’Connor Method String Camps as well as many 
educational presentations around the country. 
Many of the violin duos can be heard on Mark 
and Maggie’s album; Duo, their O’Connor 
family band albums, the Grammy-winning; 
“Coming Home,” and “A Musical Legacy,” as 
well as Mark’s landmark and multiple Grammy-
nominated album; Heroes.

Some of the particular American fiddles styles 
heard in the program represent music from 
Mark’s great teachers and mentors – the 
creative genius of Benny Thomasson’s Texas 
style fiddling that depict the music Mark won 
the National Fiddling Championships with 
numerous times, and the playing of the greatest 
improviser and jazz player to ever hold a violin, 
Stephane Grappelli. Mark’s lessons with these 
musical giants as a young boy inspired music 
and arrangements of pieces throughout the 
program. “Mark’s, “Emily’s Reel” is an example 
of the fiddle style, while swing tunes like; “Tiger 
Rag, “Minor Swing,” and original; “Gypsy 
Fantastic,” reflect the Grappelli influence. This 
music can be heard on Mark’s Hot Swing Trio 
recordings; Live in New York and In Full Swing.

Mark’s most respected compositions that have 
already become staples in modern-day string 
playing and have added significantly to the 
“American Classical” genre. Perhaps his most 
well known piece; “Appalachia Waltz” that he 
originally released with Yo-Yo Ma, is featured 
as a violin duet with Maggie in the program. 
“Butterfly’s Day Out,” is one of Mark’s well-
known mandolin compositions recorded with 
Yo-Yo Ma and Edgar Meyer. Their Grammy-
winning work together can be heard on, 
Appalachian Journey as well as Appalachia Waltz. 
Another mandolin cornerstone,  
Mark’s; “A Bowl of Bula,” also played as a  
duet with Maggie on violin, was featured 
on his breakout multiple Grammy-winning 
album; New Nashville Cats. “Olympic Reel” 
that was composed for the 1996 Olympic 
Games “Closing Ceremonies,” and later 
recorded with Natalie MacMaster on her 
gold-selling recordings in Canada, have been 
heard by millions of listeners. All of these are 
exciting duos that can be heard in on their 
performances.

Mark and Maggie have a recent recording of 
vocal songs called Life After Life. The project 
features music they’ve co-written as well as 
unique arrangements of a few covers by artists 
such as Dolly Parton and Stevie Wonder. With 
Mark on guitar and singing harmony, Maggie 
fiddling and chopping rhythm while singing the 
leads, this new repertoire add to the dynamics 
of their duo concerts.

Mark released his memoir, Crossing Bridges in 
2023 along with a companion book A Musical 
Childhood in Pictures and Early Childhood 
Recordings. These releases feature his storied 
years as a child musician winning fiddle, guitar 
and mandolin contests around the country 
and performing in the groundbreaking bands, 
the David Grisman Quintet and The Dregs as a 
teenager. Mark will often read a page on stage 
from his memoir of his childhood years  
in music.

Mark and Maggie continue to perform as  
guests with symphony orchestras around the 
country. Mark and Maggie have been married 
for nine years and make their home  
in Charlotte, North Carolina.
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