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ABOUT MESA CONTEMPORY ARTS MUSEUMaL 

aŜǎŀ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ !Ǌǘǎ όa/!ύ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀǊǘǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ 

ǎǇŀŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΣ 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴǎΣ a/! aǳǎŜǳƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ-ǿƛŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƭƻΣ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 

ƧǳǊƛŜŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
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MESA CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM WELCOME! 

 

THANK YOU for choosing to visit Mesa 

Contemporary Arts (MCA) Museum and selecting 

Culture and Context/Human Migration Tour. 

We are proud to present the collaborative, site-

specific exhibition Passage by renowned 

multidisciplinary artist Cannupa Hanska 

Luger (Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara, Lakota, 

Austrian and Norwegian). The centerpiece 

featured in our Main gallery is Something to 

Hold Onto, Lugerõs second project from his 

Counting Coup series.  

 

 

 

 

This immersive installation is made from 7,000+ 1-inch unfired clay 

beads. Each bead represents a life lost along the US-Mexico border in the 

last 30 years and is intended to humanize these staggering statistics. The 

installation is mirrored by a large-scale floor mural by Phoenix based 

artists Thomas ôBreezeõ Marcus (Tohono Oõodham) and Dwayne 

Manuel (Tohono Oõodham). The exhibition is accompanied by artwork 

and a pop-up educational experience by Tanya Agui¶iga (Mexican) and 

journalistic documentation by Thosh Collins (Tohono Oõodham) 

and Chelsey Luger (Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, Standing Rock 

Lakota Nation).   

CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ άŎƭŀȅ ōŜŀŘǎέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  

{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ IƻƭŘ hƴǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴΤ  

a/! aǳǎŜǳƳ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ нлнлΦ 
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MCA MUSEUM CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

Arizona Academic Standards in the Arts 

These standards can be achieved through tour 
participation, discussion questions and/or 
activities included in the study guide.   
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±!Φw9ΦтΦоŀΥ ¦ǎŜ ŀǊǘ-ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǝǎǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀǊǘΦ оōΥ 
5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ 

±!Φtw фΥпΥ 9ǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ  

±!Φtw фΥрΥ wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǘȅƭŜǎΣ ƎŜƴǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ  

±!Φw9 тΥтΥ /ƛǘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻŘΣ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻǊ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ  

[!bD¦!D9 !w¢{ 

tо-у{[ΦмΥ 9ƴƎŀƎŜ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΦ  

с-уΦ[ΦсΥ !ŎǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƎǊŀŘŜ-ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ-ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΤ 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ LŘŜŀǎ 
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пΦatΦтΥ [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ 

пΦDΦ!ΦоΥ wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ-ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŬƎǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŬƎǳǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŬƎǳǊŜ Ŏŀƴ 
ōŜ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘǎΦ LŘŜƴǝŦȅ ƭƛƴŜ-ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎ ŬƎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊȅΦ 

пΦDΦ!ΦмΥ 5Ǌŀǿ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ƭƛƴŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŀȅǎΣ ŀƴƎƭŜǎ όǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀŎǳǘŜΣ ƻōǘǳǎŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǇŜƴŘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ 
LŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ-ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŬƎǳǊŜǎΦ 

 

{/L9b/9  
уΦ9м¦оΦтΥ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ǘƘŜƳ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΦ 

уΦ[п¦мΦммΥ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ 
ǘǊŀƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǝƳŜΦ 
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