Selma

Alabama Voter Registration Form, c. 19641965

This voter registration application was collected by the Honorable Rufus A. Lewis and is part of his
collection at the Trenholm State Technical College Archives in Montgomery, Alabama. Lewis, a World
War II veteran and longtime activist, set up citizenship schools for Montgomery's black population to help
them register to vote. He also became a leader in his city's bus boycott in 1955-56.

Alabama changed the registration system four times in 1964-1965 in order to keep blacks from registering
to vote. There were as many as 100 versions of the test in circulation at one time, making it impossible to
study for it.

QUESTIONNAIRE
1. State your name, the date and place of your birth, and your present address

2. Are you single or married?
(a) If married, give name, resident and place of birth of your husband or wife, as the case may be:

3. Give the names of the places, respectively, where you have lived during the last five years; and the name
or names by which you have been known during the last five years:

4. If you are self-employed, state the nature of your business:

A. If you have been employed, by another during the last five years, State the nature of your employment
and the name or names of such employer or employers and his or their addresses:

5. If you claim that you are a bona fide resident of the State of Alabama, give the date on which you claim
to have become such bona fide resident:

(a) When did you become a bona fide resident of County:
(b) When did you become a bona fide resident of Ward or Precinct:
6. If you intend to change your place of residence prior to the next general election, state the facts:

7. Have you previously applied for and been denied registration as a voter?
(a) If so, give the facts:

8. Has your name been previously stricken from the list of persons registered?

9. Are you now or have you ever been a dope addict or a habitual drunkard?
(A) If you are or have been a dope addict or habitual drunkard, explain as fully as you can:

10. Have you ever been legally declared insane?
(a) If so, give details:

11. Give a brief statement of the extent of your education and business experience:


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/story/02_bus.html

12. Have you ever been charged with or convicted of a felony or crime or offense involving moral
turpitude?
(a) If so, give the facts:

13. Have you ever served in the Armed Forces of the United States Government?
(a) If so, state when and for approximately how long:

14. Have you ever been expelled or dishonorable discharged from any school or college or from any branch
of the Armed Forces of the United States, or of any other Country?
If so, state facts:

15. Will you support and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
Alabama?

16. Are you now or have you ever been affiliated with any group or organization which advocates the
overthrow of the United States Government or the government of any State of the United States by
unlawful means?

(a) If so, state the facts:

17. Will you bear arms for your country when called upon it to do so?
If the answer is no, give reasons:

18. Do you believe in free elections and rule by the majority?

19. Will you give aid and comfort to the enemies of the United States Government or the Government of
the State of Alabama?

20. Name some of the duties and obligations of citizenship:

(A) Do you regard those duties and obligations as having priority over the duties and obligations you owe
to any other secular organization when they are in conflict?

21. Give the names and post office addresses of two persons who have present knowledge of your bona fide
residence at the place as stated by you:

Insert Part III (5)

(The following questions shall be answered by the applicant without assistance.)

1. What is the chief executive of Alabama called? Governor

2. Are post offices operated by the state or federal government? Federal Government

3. What is the name of the president of the United States? Lyndon B. Johnson

4. To what national lawmaking body does each state send senators and representatives? Congress
Instructions "A"

The applicant will complete the remainder of this questionnaire before a Board member and at his
instructions. The Board member shall have the applicant read any one or more of the following excerpts
from the U. S. Constitution using a duplicate form of this Insert Part III. The Board member shall keep in



his possession the application with its inserted Part III and shall mark thereon the words missed in reading
by the applicant.

EXCERPTS FROM THE CONSTITUTION

1. "The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause supported
by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the person or things to be
seized."

2. "Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states according to their respective numbers,
counting the whole number of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed."

3. "Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their
enemies, giving them aid and comfort."

4. "The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several legislatures, and all
executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or
affirmation, to support this constitution."

INSTRUCTIONS "B"

The Board member shall then have the applicant write several words, or more if necessary to make a
judicial determination of his ability to write. The writing shall be placed below so that it becomes a part of
the application. If the writing is illegible, the Board member shall write in parentheses beneath the writing
the words the applicant was asked to write.

HAVE APPLICANT WRITE HERE, DICTATING WORDS FROM THE CONSTITUTION

Signature of Applicant

Source: Hon. Rufus A. Lewis Collection, Archives, H. Council Trenholm State Technical College,
Montgomery, Alabama. http://www.alabamamoments.state.al.us/sec59ps.html
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“And We Shall Overcome”: President Lyndon B. Johnson’s
Special Message to Congress

Although the 15th Amendment, ratified in 1870, guaranteed citizens the right to vote regardless of race, by
1957 only 20 percent of eligible African Americans voted, due in part to intimidation and discriminatory
state requirements such as poll taxes and literacy tests. Despite the passage of the landmark Civil Rights
Act of 1964, which outlawed discrimination in employment and public accommodations based on race,
religion, national origin, or sex, efforts to register African Americans as voters in the South were stymied.
In 1965, following the murder of a voting rights activist by an Alabama sheriff’s deputy and the subsequent
attack by state troopers on a massive protest march in Selma, Alabama, President Lyndon B. Johnson
pressed Congress in the following speech to pass a voting rights bill with teeth. As Majority Leader of the
Senate, Johnson had helped weaken the 1957 Civil Rights Act. When he assumed the presidency following
the assassination of John F. Kennedy in November 1963, however, Johnson called on Americans “to
eliminate from this nation every trace of discrimination and oppression that is based upon race or color,”
and in the following speech adopted the “We Shall Overcome” slogan of civil rights activists. His rhetoric
and subsequent efforts broke with past presidential precedents of opposition to or lukewarm support for
strong civil rights legislation. Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act of 1965 into law on August 6.

[As delivered in person before a joint session at 9:02 p.m.]
Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Members of the Congress:
I speak tonight for the dignity of man and the destiny of democracy.

[ urge every member of both parties, Americans of all religions and of all colors, from every section of this
country, to join me in that cause.

At times history and fate meet at a single time in a single place to shape a turning point in man’s unending
search for freedom. So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it was a century ago at Appomattox. So it was
last week in Selma, Alabama.

There, long-suffering men and women peacefully protested the denial of their rights as Americans. Many
were brutally assaulted. One good man, a man of God, was killed.

There is no cause for pride in what has happened in Selma. There is no cause for self-satisfaction in the
long denial of equal rights of millions of Americans. But there is cause for hope and for faith in our
democracy in what is happening here tonight.

For the cries of pain and the hymns and protests of oppressed people have summoned into convocation all
the majesty of this great Government—the Government of the greatest Nation on earth.

Our mission is at once the oldest and the most basic of this country: to right wrong, to do justice, to serve
man.

In our time we have come to live with moments of great crisis. Our lives have been marked with debate
about great issues; issues of war and peace, issues of prosperity and depression. But rarely in any time does
an issue lay bare the secret heart of America itself. Rarely are we met with a challenge, not to our growth or
abundance, our welfare or our security, but rather to the values and the purposes and the meaning of our
beloved Nation.



The issue of equal rights for American Negroes is such an issue. And should we defeat every enemy,
should we double our wealth and conquer the stars, and still be unequal to this issue, then we will have
failed as a people and as a nation.

For with a country as with a person, “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul?”

There is no Negro problem. There is no Southern problem. There is no Northern problem. There is only an
American problem. And we are met here tonight as Americans—not as Democrats or Republicans—we are
met here as Americans to solve that problem.

This was the first nation in the history of the world to be founded with a purpose. The great phrases of that
purpose still sound in every American heart, North and South: “All men are created equal”—“government
by consent of the governed”—"“give me liberty or give me death.” Well, those are not just clever words, or
those are not just empty theories. In their name Americans have fought and died for two centuries, and
tonight around the world they stand there as guardians of our liberty, risking their lives.

Those words are a promise to every citizen that he shall share in the dignity of man. This dignity cannot be
found in a man’s possessions; it cannot be found in his power, or in his position. It really rests on his right
to be treated as a man equal in opportunity to all others. It says that he shall share in freedom, he shall
choose his leaders, educate his children, and provide for his family according to his ability and his merits as
a human being.

To apply any other test—to deny a man his hopes because of his color or race, his religion or the place of
his birth—is not only to do injustice, it is to deny America and to dishonor the dead who gave their lives for
American freedom.

THE RIGHT TO VOTE

Our fathers believed that if this noble view of the rights of man was to flourish, it must be rooted in
democracy. The most basic right of all was the right to choose your own leaders. The history of this
country, in large measure, is the history of the expansion of that right to all of our people.

Many of the issues of civil rights are very complex and most difficult. But about this there can and should
be no argument. Every American citizen must have an equal right to vote. There is no reason which can
excuse the denial of that right. There is no duty which weighs more heavily on us than the duty we have to
ensure that right.

Yet the harsh fact is that in many places in this country men and women are kept from voting simply
because they are Negroes.

Every device of which human ingenuity is capable has been used to deny this right. The Negro citizen may
go to register only to be told that the day is wrong, or the hour is late, or the official in charge is absent.
And if he persists, and if he manages to present himself to the registrar, he may be disqualified because he
did not spell out his middle name or because he abbreviated a word on the application.

And if he manages to fill out an application he is given a test. The registrar is the sole judge of whether he
passes this test. He may be asked to recite the entire Constitution, or explain the most complex provisions
of State law. And even a college degree cannot be used to prove that he can read and write.

For the fact is that the only way to pass these barriers is to show a white skin.



Experience has clearly shown that the existing process of law cannot overcome systematic and ingenious
discrimination. No law that we now have on the books—and I have helped to put three of them there—can
ensure the right to vote when local officials are determined to deny it.

In such a case our duty must be clear to all of us. The Constitution says that no person shall be kept from
voting because of his race or his color. We have all sworn an oath before God to support and to defend that
Constitution. We must now act in obedience to that oath.

GUARANTEEING THE RIGHT TO VOTE
Wednesday [ will send to Congress a law designed to eliminate illegal barriers to the right to vote.

The broad principles of that bill will be in the hands of the Democratic and Republican leaders tomorrow.
After they have reviewed it, it will come here formally as a bill. [ am grateful for this opportunity to come
here tonight at the invitation of the leadership to reason with my friends, to give them my views, and to
visit with my former colleagues.

I have had prepared a more comprehensive analysis of the legislation which I had intended to transmit to
the clerk tomorrow but which I will submit to the clerks tonight. But I want to really discuss with you now
briefly the main proposals of this legislation.

This bill will strike down restrictions to voting in all elections—Federal, State, and local— ||| GcIEzNzNzN



